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Benjamin Haire

Ftude 3

EXPECTED PROGRESS

The low second finger: the semitone between fingers 1 and 2, on
the D and A strings

Distinguishing the two hand frames by touch, with the second
finger resting against the first

Tuning the semitone by ear, and correcting it by sliding the finger
rather than pressing

Preserving the bow distribution and the quiet crossing of Etude 1
while the left hand changes

TECHNICAL ADVICE FOR PREPARATORY WORK

Days one and two, without the bow: place the first finger, then
bring the second finger back until it touches it. Feel the contact
between the two fingertips before you pluck. Repeat 1 —2 — 1 on
both strings:

1. 2 1 14 2 1

Compare directly with Etude 1: play its first bar, then the first bar
of this study. Only the second finger moves; fingers 1 and 3 do not
change place:

Practise each quaver cell separately, stopping on the first note of the
next beat and listening to the semitone before going on:

When a note is out of tune, do not press harder or lift and re-place
the finger: slide it, listening, until the interval is right. Force never
corrects pitch; the ear does.

RECOMMENDED MINIMUM TIME FOR THE STUDY
2 weeks*

* The minimum recommended lengths are only suggestions, and can be adjusted in
step with the student’s rate of progress.
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Ftude 3
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