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Etude 2

EXPECTED PROGRESS

Carrying the same hand frame (high second finger) from the A
string to the E string

Introducing the fourth finger, tuned against the open E string

Bow level for the E string: the lowest arm position, without the

bow drifting toward the fingerboard

Continuous sound through the crossing between A and E

TECHNICAL ADVICE FOR PREPARATORY WORK

Days one and two: left hand only, no bow. On the A string place
fingers 1, 2 and 3, then add the fourth. Pluck the fourth finger and
the open E together and adjust the finger until the two notes are
one:

With the bow, cross between the open A and E with whole bows.
The arm drops to its lowest level for the E string; keep the contact
point near the middle between bridge and fingerboard, since the
bow tends to slide away from the bridge on the thin string:
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Isolate the fourth-finger bars, stopping on each crotchet. The
fourth finger falls from the base knuckle, curved; if it lands flat,
bring the left elbow further under the violin rather than stretching
from the wrist:
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Keep the weight of the arm in the string through the crossing. The
fourth finger is placed, never pressed: intonation is corrected by
moving the finger, not by force.

RECOMMENDED MINIMUM TIME FOR THE STUDY
2 weeks*

* The minimum recommended lengths are only suggestions, and can be adjusted in
step with the student’s rate of progress.
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