Etudes de perfectionnement

pour violon
(Premier Niveau)

Violin Studies for Progressive Mastery - First Level
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Benjamin Haire

Etude 1

EXPECTED PROGRESS

Placing fingers 1, 2 and 3 in the D-major frame (high second finger)
on the D and A strings

Keeping the same hand frame when crossing between the two
strings

Even bow distribution: whole bow on minims, half bows on

Cl‘OtCthS, a quarter on quavers

Quiet string crossing led from the elbow, not the wrist

TECHNICAL ADVICE FOR PREPARATORY WORK

For the first two days work the left hand alone, without the bow.
On the D string place fingers 1, 2 and 3 in turn, plucking each note
and leaving every finger down as the next one arrives:

gt 01 23

Then take the bow on the open strings only. Cross from D to A

ol

and back with whole bows, letting the level of the elbow change
while the wrist stays passive. Listen for a crossing with no gap and

no accent:
s 7 V% -V
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Practise each quaver cell separately, stopping on the first note of the
following beat:

Establish rhythmic precision with the following variant, keeping
the bow speed constant through the dotted note:

Let the weight of the arm rest into the string through the first
finger of the bow hand. Following the fundamental principle of
the method, exclude any tone produced by pressing: the sound
comes from weight and bow speed, never from force.

RECOMMENDED MINIMUM TIME FOR THE STUDY
2 weeks*

* The minimum recommended lengths are only suggestions, and can be adjusted in
step with the student’s rate of progress.
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